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OUR

Mission &
Vision
MISSION
As a world class community of learners, Fridley Public Schools aims to develop internationally-minded students.
We challenge ourselves, our students
and our community to become caring
and knowledgeable life-long learners
who inquire and take action to create
a better world.

VALUES
Fridley will promote the values of the
International Baccalaureate Learner
Profile:

Our mission is to guide students in the
development of learning skills to help
them reach their full potential. To accomplish this mission, we will:

School Board Operational
Priorities for Improvement

• Provide a nurturing environment
• Create high expectations defined
by learner outcomes
• Develop exemplary programs
and continuously improve them
• Strive to meet students’ needs
• Respect individual differences
VISION
Fridley’s vision is to develop an
educational foundation for students:
•
•
•
•
•

To be life-long learners
To develop high skill levels
To care for others
To be adaptable
To be prepared to thrive in a
diverse, changing society.

Inquirer, Knowledgeable,
Thinker, Communicator,
Principled, Open-minded,
Caring, Risk-taker, Balanced
and Reflective

• Ensure district-wide, high-level
school performance through review and inquiry.
• Alignment of policies, procedures, and performance that support best practices linked to high
levels of student achievement.
• Alignment of policies, procedures, and performance that foster an equitable, welcoming, safe,
and respectful environment for
students, staff, teachers, and community.
• Protect and direct Fridley Public Schools’ financial stability
through long-range planning and
oversight.
• Continuous improvement of parent, school, and community partnerships through public engagement.

FRIDLEY SCHOOL BOARD

From left to right:

Abdisalam Adam, Jake Karnopp, Donna Prewedo, Avonna Starck, Carol Thornton, Gao Nue Xiong
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District Fact Sheet
Our Schools & Buildings
Hayes Elementary School (K-4)
R. L. Stevenson Elementary School (K-4)
Fridley Middle School (5-8)
Fridley High School (9-12)
Area Learning Center (9-12)
Fridley Preschool (3- and 4-year-olds)
Community Education (infant-senior citizen)

Fridley Public Schools offers the entire
International Baccalaureate (IB) Continuum to all students from Preschool to Grade
12. The IB programmes are internationally
recognized educational programs with rigorous curriculum that emphasize creative
problem solving, hands-on projects, inquiry-based learning, global focus, and taking
action in the community.

Student Enrollment
All Students..........................................2969
Elementary...........................................1015
Middle School......................................865
High School..........................................878
ALC.......................................................47
Transition School.................................3
Fridley Preschool.................................140

International Baccalaureate (IB) Continuum

SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Kim Hiel

Fridley Public Schools is one of few IB school
districts in the nation. We provide the full
IB Continuum programmes to all our students.

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP
Fridley High School
Patty Hand, Principal
Kelly McConville, Assistant Principal
Fridley Area Learning Center
Dr. Jason Bodey, Principal
Fridley Middle School
Amy Cochran, Principal
Jason Carver, Assistant Principal
Hayes Elementary School
Gaeli Iverson, Principal
R. L. Stevenson Elementary School
Veronica Mathison, Principal
DISTRICT OFFICES
Activities : 763-502-5606
Buildings/Grounds: 763-502-5008
Business & Finance: 763-502-5004
Communications: 763-502-5020
Community Education: 763-502-5100
Educational Services: 763-502-5009
Enrollment: 763-502-5081
Equity & Inclusion: 763-502-5063
Human Resources: 763-502-5013
Nutritional Services: 763-502-5021
Special Services: 763-502-5025
Technology: 763-502-5032
Technology Integration: 763-502-5037
Transportation: 763-502-5026
IB (DP): 763-502-5062
IB (MYP): 763-502-5036
IB (PYP): 763-502-5228 / 763-502-5317

Primary Years Programme (Preschool – Grade 4)
Middle Years Programme (5-10)
Diploma Programme (11-12)
Career-related Programme (11-12)

Fridley High School Class of 2020
Number of graduates..........................237
% of Seniors who Graduated..............98%
% of College Bound Seniors...............73%

FY 2019 General Fund
Budget.......................................$42.9 Million

WE ARE FRIDLEY

We are committed to equity & inclusion
Fridley Public Schools is committed to creating a welcoming,
respectful environment that provides an equitable and inclusive
education for each student, staff and community member by
ensuring that opportunities, access, and resources are aligned to
support the growth and academic achievement of each student.

Did You know ?
Fridley Public Schools offers to full
International Baccalaureate Continuum
to all students from Preschool to Grade 12.
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Congratulations
Graduates!

For the first time in Fridley history, the Class of 2020
celebrated its graduation milestone through a virtual
Commencement Ceremony on June 4, 2020. The 62nd
Fridley High School commencement saw 237 graduates
who were honored for their achievements, received their
diplomas, and officially became proud Fridley alumni.
Seniors Jeffrey Markvicka II and Anthony Tucker served
as student emcees for the ceremony. Student speakers
were Bryant Howard, who gave the welcoming address,
and Asanti Ahmed, who gave the student address.
Elected as the Class of 2020 commencement faculty
speaker, AVID and math teacher Dan Nalepka praised
and encouraged the Fridley seniors.
“Throughout my twelve years as an educator, there have
definitely been some challenging and different times that
we’ve had to face, but nothing like we have experienced
in the past three months,” said Nalepka.

“Class of 2020 - you have experienced something
that no one else has, and you never looked back,
and you made the best of it. Do not let this situation take away from what you have accomplished
and all the great things you have done at Fridley
High School.”

FHS graduate
Mohsen Albouali
participates
in the Fridley High
School Class of
2020 car parade
on June 6.
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237 Fridley High School students
graduated in the

Class of 2020
• Over 1/3 students earned
Honors Designations
(GPA 3.25 or above)
• 11 International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme Candidates
• 30 IB Scholars
• 8 students graduated with an
Associate’s Degree
• 21 members of the
Minnesota Honor Society

Dan Nalepka
2020 Commencement Faculty Speaker
FHS AVID and math teacher

Superintendent Dr. Kim Hiel addressed the class, praising students for their accomplishments and reaching this
important milestone. “To all our graduates - think on
how you will go forth and how you will impact the world
for the better,” said Dr. Hiel. “Are you ready? It’s your
world and it’s your time.”

Asanti Ahmed

Dan Nalepka
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september 2019
FHS senior earns National Merit Scholarship recognition
FHS senior Yangchen Namgyal was named a Commended Student
by the 2020 National Merit Scholarship Program.
Hayes Elementary hosts Color Run
Hayes Elementary School students enjoyed the second annual Color
Run on Sept. 26. Raising over $6,500, the fundraiser helped to support students through field trip learning experiences, academic
technology subscriptions, schoolwide functions and activities.
FHS students inducted into
Minnesota Honor Society
Nineteen FHS students were inducted into the
Minnesota Honor Society on Sept. 30. To be eligible for membership, a student must have a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.4. Throughout the year, students will serve their school and
community through various service activities.
2019-20 MHS members: (Far back, fourth row) Isabelle
Olivera, Eli Paton, Josiah Johnson, Joshua Brandt, Adam
Johnson. (Third row) Anna Yang, BaoBai Xiong, Alexis
Thao, Alayna Norgren, Asanti Ahmed, Eshwaq Mohamed,
Hannah Bosak, Connor McCoy. (Second row) Michael Jensen, Ibrahim Khan, Kevin Lee, Donovan Lewis, Madison Thompson, Elliot Whitcomb,
Kimberly Escobar Cabanzo, Nadwa Hussein, Marwa Mohammed, Yangchen Namgyal, Pa Chee Yang. (Front row) Olivia Olivera, Mackenzie
Pogue, Colee Nolan, Claire Smith, Entesar Adem, Hannah Etheridge, Rekeya Frazier, Cassady Callahan and Louisa Schirmacher. Not pictured:
Ellen Delp, Tonia Gargar, and Zoha Hassan.

october 2019

Stevenson Elementary students prepared for the
first day of the school year in September 2019.
First Day of School 2019-20

Fridley High School Link Crew leaders serve as mentors throughout the
school year. On the first day of school, freshmen are welcomed by the
Link Crew - and participate in activities to acclimate to the school.
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To ensure a seamless transition, Fridley Public Schools dedicates the first day of school as Orientation Day for 5th grade,
9th grade, and all new students at Fridley Middle School and
Fridley High School. This first day of school format enables
students to familiarize themselves within their new buildings;
meet and greet with new and familiar faces; participate in activities designed to allow students to get to know each other; and
follow the motions of a “mini-school day” where students tour
the school, familiarize themselves with classes, cafeteria, lockers, and experience their regular class schedules.

Fridley Homecoming 2019
Fridley High School celebrated its homecoming
week from Oct. 7-11. The week concluded
with a pep fest and coronation, which
crowned seniors Josiah Johnson and
Maritza Leiva as 2019 Homecoming King and Queen. That evening, through sleeting and cold
weather conditions, the Fridley
Tigers football team won its
game, defeating the St. Croix
Lutheran Crusaders 49-0.

Student Council hosts dress up days for students to show their
school spirit! Pictured above are FHS seniors on Class Tshirt Day.

2019-2020 REPORT ON FRIDLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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october 2019
Manufacturing Day showcases career paths for Fridley students

Exploring manufacturing career paths first-hand, FHS and ALC students toured several local businesses in conjunction with Manufacturing Day on October 3, 2019. Although Manufacturing Day is now
celebrated annually nationwide, Fridley students have been attending similar, career-oriented field trips with their career and technical
education classes and career exploration class for years.
Students visited EJ AJAX Metal Forming Solutions in Fridley, as well
as its sister company Cass Precision Machining in Brooklyn Center, to
meet with industry professionals and learn about the wide variety of
career opportunities in manufacturing. The Fridley students received
a tour of each plant facility and observed presentations and machinery demonstrations from current employees.
Fridley-Columbia Heights Rotary Club gifts dictionaries
to elementary students
Each year, the Fridley-Columbia Heights Rotarians visit the classrooms
of Stevenson and Hayes elementary schools to deliver a special gift dictionaries for every third grader at the schools. All students received
their own copy of “A Student’s Dictionary” on October 9, 2019, books
that were generously donated by the club.
FHS Chinese program students visit Chinese garden,
learn from cultural experiences
To provide students with an authentic learning experience, nearly
100 students in FHS’s International Baccalaureate (IB) Chinese language program attended a field trip to deepen their understanding
of Chinese culture. Students visited the Phalen Regional Park Chinese
Garden in St. Paul, where they learned more about traditional architecture and structural engineering.
Fridley High School, ALC student leaders give feedback at 2019 Student Conference
Facilitating conversations and igniting potential for change, nearly 30
FHS and ALC students added their voices to the 2019 Student Conference on October 21, 2019. Over 2,000 students from 50 school districts across the state came together at the Minneapolis Convention
Center to collectively address the question: How could we design and
build a school system that offers ALL children with an education that provides equal access, opportunity and equity in an integrated environment
by 2030? Fridley students served as facilitators in the student-planned
event, leading two break-out sessions which centered around health
and wellness (mental health) and school safety.
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november 2019

Fridley Public Schools Operating Levy Referendum
Thank you to our Fridley school district residents who voted to approve the Fridley Public Schools operating levy referendum on November 5, 2019. The levy passed with 60 percent voter approval.

“We are deeply grateful to our community for their support,” said Fridley Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Kim Hiel. “This community has
always valued its community schools and prioritized the education
and futures of our students. We are truly thankful to our community
and voters for their trust and confidence that we will continue to prepare our students for college and careers through our rigorous academic programs.”
Operating levies are for learning, while Capital Projects levies and
bonds are for buildings. The passage of this operating levy will
provide $1.5 million per year to benefit all Fridley Schools students.
These funds allow the district to:
• Invest in academic programs that enhance and enrich
student learning
• Strengthen student support programs, including social
emotional learning and mental health services
• Maintain current class sizes
• Support current staffing levels
Two incumbents, one
new member win Fridley
School Board election
In addition to the passage of the
referendum, residents elected
three candidates to the Fridley
School Board on November 5. Elected Board members included: (pictured left to right) Abdisalam Adam, Jake Karnopp, and Donna Prewedo.

Did You know ?
The passage of the 2019 Operating Levy
Referendum makes a significant difference in the district’s ability to maintain high-quality academic programs,
services and opportunities for our students, and offset inadequate state funds.

strong financial stewardship
Fridley Public Schools has
been a recipient of the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) School Finance
Award for the past four
consecutive years. The award recognizes
school districts for their successful fiscal
management, meeting statutory deadlines related to submission of audited fiscal financial data and reporting criteria.

revenue sources
School districts are not
funded 100 percent by local
taxes. According to the 201920 FPS budget, 16 percent of
the district’s budget comes
from local revenue, while 81 percent
comes from state revenue and 3 percent
from federal revenue.

fridley strong, fridley proud
The School Board members who were elected during the November 2019 election took the Oath of Office on January 21, 2020 at
the January School Board Meeting. Incumbents Donna Prewedo
and Abdisalam Adam, as well as newcomer Jake Karnopp, will
serve on the Board until the end of 2023.

The Fridley Public Schools
community has a rich history and longstanding tradition of supporting its
schools, providing every
opportunity for our students to succeed as
A World Class Community of Learners.

2019-2020 REPORT ON FRIDLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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november 2019
Fridley Middle School hosts Veterans Day program
FMS held its 33rd annual Veterans Day program on November 11,
2019. The program honors United States military veterans and also
serves as an opportunity to teach students about the dedication and
sacrifice of service members. Veterans from the community, including members of the Fridley American Legion and Fridley Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 363, were present and were recognized during the ceremony.
FHS students explore career pathways at Career Fair
Fridley High School students were able to explore a variety of career
paths and learn about viable options at the inaugural Career Fair held
at the school. Students had the opportunity to browse multiple careers, talk to industry professionals, and learn about a variety of postsecondary career paths on November 12, 2019. More than 30 local
industries and businesses attended the fair, ranging from manufacturing industries such as Superior Aerospace, RAO Manufacturing,
and Cummins Power Systems, to medical field options like Monarch
Healthcare Management and Crest View Senior Communities. Additional businesses included Patrick Miller Construction, US National
Guard, FedEx, Wells Fargo, and staffing agencies.
Fridley Preschoolers enjoy lessons from Springbrook
Nature Center
Springbrook Nature Center brought lessons to life when they visited Fridley Preschool on November 14, 2019. The 4-year-old scholars
learned about predators and prey, played games teaching squirrel
and beaver winter survival, and even met two Western fox snakes.
The Springbrook visit fits into the International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP) learning theme “Sharing the Planet,” as
students learned about the central ideas of animals and humans’ relation to them.
FMS LEGO League Robotics students earn awards at
High Tech Kids tournament
The FMS LEGO League Robotics team had an exceptional performance
on November 16, 2019 at the High Tech Kids LEGO League tournament. Competing against 28 teams, the Fridley students earned the
Inspiration Award and placed second overall in the Robot Game competition. High Tech Kids - FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) LEGO League is a national program in which
students in grades 4-8 research a real-world engineering challenge,
develop a solution and compete with LEGO-based robots of their
own design. The FMS LEGO League Robotics team, which consists
of students in grades 5-7, works after-school to design, research and
program their robot in preparation for competitions.

december 2019
Fridley elementary students enjoy Shop with a Cop
with Fridley Police Department
The annual Shop with a Cop holiday tradition continues to put smiles
on the faces of Hayes and Stevenson elementary students. On December 4, 2019, over 20 members of the Fridley Police Department
(FPD) partnered with 16 Fridley Public Schools students to complete
their holiday shopping at the Fridley Walmart store.
FHS production Guys & Dolls earns Spotlight Education
Awards, multiple Outstanding designations
The FHS cast, crew and pit orchestra of the 2019 fall musical production, ‘Guys and Dolls’ earned numerous Overall and Individual Hennepin Theatre Trust Spotlight Education Awards. To earn Spotlight
Education Awards, schools’ musical theatre productions are critiqued
in several categories: movement, vocal, and acting technique for ensemble; execution of the technical aspects of the production; and individual performances.

FHS International Baccalaureate Diploma candidates
recognized at Silver Platter Celebration
Fridley High School, an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School,
hosted its ninth annual Silver Platter Breakfast Celebration on December 19, 2019. During the event, seniors who are enrolled in the full IB
Diploma Programme (DP) presented their Extended Essays, a culminating research project for those pursuing the diploma. This year, the
celebration recognized 13 seniors who submitted their essays.
To earn an IB Diploma, students must complete DP core classes, assessments and exams during their junior and/or senior years of
high school. The Extended Essay is a 4,000-word, in-depth study of
a focused topic intended to promote high-level research and writing
skills, intellectual discovery and creativity. The process encourages
students to develop college-level independent research skills.
A tradition of the celebration is to have an FHS alum who has earned
the IB Diploma return as the keynote speaker. This year’s speaker was
Class of 2016 graduate Praise Hall, a recent graduate at prestigious
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine. Hall is also a 2019 Truman
Scholar, which is a highly-competitive graduate scholarship for aspiring public service leaders in the United States.

The 2019-20 International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
candidates. Back row, left to right: Adam Johnson,
Joshua Brandt, Eli Paton, Kane Hoff, Mykell Engle,
Ridwan Ghedi. Front row: Connor McCoy, Devin
Hanson, Chloe Cantlon, Asanti Ahmed, Baobai Xiong,
Isabelle Olivera. Not pictured: Yangchen Namgyal.

Presentation of the IB Diploma
In addition to the presentation of the Extended Essays, two FHS Class
of 2019 graduates, Hailee Schalwig and Audrey Zeleny, returned to receive their IB Diplomas. Schalwig is currently attending Florida Southern College in Lakeland, Fla. and Zeleny attends Concordia College in
Moorhead, Minn.
Class of 2019 FHS graduates Hailee Schalwig and
Audrey Zeleny accept their IB Diplomas.
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january 2020

february 2020

FHS students earn awards,
elected position at YIG
Model Assembly
The Fridley Youth In Government (YIG) delegation attended
the Model Assembly from January 9-12, 2020. The program is a
student-led, realistic and complex
simulation of Minnesota state government for 8-12th grade students.
Over 35 FHS and FMS students participated in this year’s conference
held at the Minnesota State Capitol and Minneapolis Hilton.
Highlights included:
FHS sophomore Ryken Farr was selected as the most outstanding member of the YIG Tribune Newspaper; Farr was also part of a
small group of YIG media specialists who had the opportunity to interview Governor Tim Walz.
FHS senior Vincent Christianson won the Model Assembly Servant Leader Award. Christianson was one of two students out of
1,600 selected for this award.
FHS freshman Nate Thorp was elected as Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals for next year’s YIG Model Assembly.

Stevenson student named semi-finalist in national
NASA essay competition
Stevenson Elementary 4th grade student Abhinav Rai was named
the Minnesota semi-finalist in NASA’s Mars 2020 “Name the Rover” essay competition. Open to K-12 students across the United States, the
competition received more than 28,000 entries. Rai’s essay, titled “Humanity,” was selected as a semi-finalist in the K-4 division.
FHS students earn Scholastic Arts Awards
FHS students Baobai Xiong, Yangchen Namgyal and Maia Vernier
earned awards for their artwork in the Minnesota Scholastic Art Competition. More than 3,300 entries were received from across the state.
Scholastic Art Award winners are selected for their originality, technical skill, and the emergence of a personal voice or vision.

Each February, Black History Month serves as an opportunity for all
to recognize and celebrate the achievements of African Americans.
Fridley Public Schools honors the legacy of African American pioneers
through a multitude of events throughout the month.

FMS presents Black History Month Showcase
On February 25, 2020, FMS hosted a first-time, student-centered Black
History Month showcase for 7th and 8th grade students in the Fridley
district auditorium. The central feature of the showcase was an African American “Wax Figures” presentation, in which 11 students represented prominent historical figures, with the purpose of motivating
and inspiring students to continue their figures’ legacies of greatness.
The showcase also featured two representatives from the Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity Inc., Jareck Horton and Thomas Collins, who shared
their personal narratives, educational journeys, and powerful advice.
They engaged students as they spoke about overcoming obstacles,
and knowing the value of higher education.
FHS student leaders present at Black History Month event
Members of the FHS African American Student Union (AASU) represented the school district at the 5th annual Cities United Black History
Month Event held February 7, 2020 at North Hennepin Community
College. This year, the Fridley delegation was the sole student group
chosen to conduct its own breakout session.
AASU leaders Bryant Howard, Colee Nolen, Meadow Gillispie, Eugenea Hawkins and Jet Thammavongsa presented “Connecting Cultures
Through Diversity,” in two separate sessions. The students talked
about ways that Fridley’s group is promoting cultural awareness and
engaging with the student body to learn about each other’s cultures.
Stevenson 1st Grade Class publishes story book
Stevenson Elementary School 1st graders officially became published
authors, celebrating the completion of their collaborative fictional
book, “First Graders at Night.” The project stemmed from Stevenson
teacher Jessica Row posing a challenging but exciting task to her class
– writing a complete storybook from cover to cover.
The project fit well into the International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary
Years Programme (PYP) framework, as Stevenson Elementary is an authorized IB World School. “IB was completely intertwined in this project,” said Row. “It incorporated learning profiles, such as being a risktaker, communicator and thinker. It also fits into our “How We Express
Ourselves” learning unit.

FHS students earned awards for their artwork in the Minnesota Scholastic Art Competition. Pictured left to right:

Stevenson hosts Cultural Celebration
As part of 2020 National African American Parent Involvement Day on February 10, 2020, Stevenson Elementary
held its first Cultural Celebration. The celebration served as an opportunity for all students to participate and
perform a talent that embraced their own culture and identity. From spoken word to cultural dances, the students enjoyed showing their skills to their fellow classmates.

Baobai Xiong - Three Gold Key Awards, one Silver Key
Award, Gold Key Portfolio Award recipient, and
American Visions Nomination (Best of Show)
Yangchen Namgyal - Gold Key Award recipient
Maia Vernier - Honorable Mention Award recipient
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“Self-Portrait” by Yangchen Namgyal Gold Key Award recipient

“In the shadows of the school”
by Baobai Xiong - American Visions
Nomination (Best of Show)
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march 2020

february 2020
FMS students present National History Day projects
FMS 8th grade students presented their National History Day
competition projects on February 13, 2020. This year’s theme was
“Breaking Barriers in History.” Up to a student’s own interpretation,
the 8th graders focused on an event or people who broke down
barriers that were physical, political, technological, related to civil
rights, or were a “first” in history. More than 30 students were selected to advance to the regional History Day Competition on March 28
at the White Bear Lake High School South Campus.
FHS students named Triple A Award recipients
FHS seniors Jada Probasco and Adam Johnson were selected as the
2020 Minnesota State High School League Triple “A” (Academics,
Arts, and Athletics) Award winners. In addition, Johnson was selected as the Triple “A” Region 5AA representative. He was selected to
represent the entire region among other male student candidates.
This fall, Probasco plans to attend Bethel University where she will
begin her studies in social work. Johnson plans to major in civil engineering at St. Thomas University, with a minor in music.
Hayes students score high with Perennial Math
Sixteen Hayes Elementary 4th graders challenged themselves and
took full advantage of the opportunity to advance their math skills
through Perennial Math, a virtual math tournament program. Students compete with their peers at an international-level, answering
high-ability math questions that progressively increase in difficulty.
Each test has six questions and takes 30 minutes to complete. Each
month, students who earn a perfect score earn a spot on the “Wall
of Fame.”
Educators Rising provides teaching experiences to
Fridley students
Through a partnership with Northwest Suburban Integration
School District (NWSISD), FHS students took part in the Educators
Rising program, which offers a real-life glimpse into the world of
teaching. The program introduces students to the teaching profession, and provides education-related job shadow opportunities
to students at participating schools. FHS students participated in
a job shadowing experience on February 12, 2020, visiting an elementary and Montessori preschool in the Elk River school district.
Susan Samaha, Fridley Public Schools Equity & Inclusion Coordinator and co-advisor of Educators Rising, said she feels the program
provides a rare chance for students to engage with teachers in
meaningful mentorships. “This is giving them an opportunity to
hear from and connect with people in that profession,” Samaha
said. “They shadowed what they wanted to experience, so it really
gave them an opportunity to see and experience something that
was previously just a thought.”
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FHS Speech team
earns Tri-Metro
Conference title
For the fourth
consecutive year,
the FHS Speech
team earned first
place in the TriMetro
Conference tournament
held on March 5,
2020, and hosted
at Fridley High
School.
FHS Key Club earns high accolades,
awards at District Leadership Conference
The FHS Key Club earned the coveted “Distinguished Club” status and placed first in overall
achievement at the Minnesota-Dakotas District
Leadership Conference (DCON), held on March
6-8, 2020 in Fargo, North Dakota. Key Club is a
student-led, service-oriented club that makes a
positive impact by serving others in their school
and community.
Highlights included:
FHS freshman Serina Wood was elected to serve as Lt.
Governor for Division 7A and will serve on the District
Board of Trustees as a liaison for clubs in the north and
west Twin Cities metro.
The Club earned the 1st Place District Theme Award – This award was earned by sophomore Priya Rana, who wrote a report celebrating this
year’s theme of “Groovy for Service.”
Several Key Club members earned Distinguished Officer status, including Hycha Thao (grade 11), Priya Rana (grade 10),
Devika Ramnarine (grade 10), Vanessa Lor (grade 10), and Andy Stevenson (grade 10).

Hayes Elementary students prepare for Market Day
Hayes Elementary 3rd grade students enjoyed the annual Market Day
project - a culminating project that teaches students about entrepreneurship, production and consumption, and the laws of supply and demand.
Students begin by learning how to market products effectively through
different advertising avenues. Then, they form groups to produce a handmade product to sell on Market Day. Students learn how to manage
money using “Market Money” to purchase supplies for their products and
pay rent. The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP)
challenges students to explore local and global issues, as well as learn
from opportunities in real-life contexts. The purpose of Market Day is to bring real world experiences into the classroom
in a fun and engaging way, while teaching students about the economy and global markets.
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Navigating the 2020 Spring School Closure

Fridley community celebrates the Class of 2020
Fridley Public Schools was proud to celebrate its Fridley High School Class
of 2020! Although the COVID-19 pandemic shifted plans for a traditional
graduation ceremony, the district, high school and surrounding community
contributed to making our seniors feel honored and celebrated for accomplishing this significant milestone. Congratulations Class of 2020!
class of 2020 car parade

Fridley parents of the “Senior All Night Party” Committee organized a
Fridley Class of 2020 car parade to honor seniors in a safe format. Led
by Fridley Police Department escorts, the seniors traveled the parade
loop with decorated cars and trucks as families, staff and community
members cheered them on.
20for20 social media campaign

The Communications department led a Class of
2020 social media initiative, 20for20, that highlighted every graduating senior over the course
of 20 days. Each Fridley senior was honored with
a graphic and written biography on Facebook. The
campaign also featured school staff shout outs. The
popular initiative allowed staff, students and community members to read
about each senior and send them best wishes on their personalized posts.

Fridley High School senior Josiah Johnson
participates in the Class of 2020 Senior Car
Parade on June 6, 2020.
Beginning in March 2020, schools across the nation began to close buildings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Quickly transitioning into Distance Learning, Fridley Public Schools teachers, staff and administrators worked hard to plan and prepare to deliver instruction through
an online learning model, and continued to ensure that critical student support services were
provided. Through unprecedented challenges, Fridley Public Schools continued to provide the
best education possible to all its students.

All Fridley families issued Chromebook devices
The transition to Distance Learning came a need to quickly issue
Chromebook laptop devices to Fridley students to utilize for at-home
learning. Fridley students were issued a device to use through the
end of the 2019-20 school year. After preparation during the summer
months and to begin the 2020-21 school year, all K-12 Fridley students were issued a Chromebook to utilize during Hybrid or Fridley Online Academy.
Fridley Public Schools thanks its dedicated and hardworking staff who quickly
adapted to deliver instruction and provide services to our students.
Highlights included:
»» Teaching and Learning department
led the Distance Learning transition
through creation of Google Classrooms
and implementation of full-time online
learning
»» Teachers and staff members were diligent in providing high-quality educational experiences to students

»» Communications department provided
updates and shared news to keep families and staff in-the-know
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»» The Technology department prepared
and distributed Chromebooks to students who were in need of devices
»» Tiger Club staff members provided childcare for children of essential workers
»» Nutritional Services staff provided and
delivered over 40,000 meals to students
»» The Transportation department supported school meal delivery for students
»» Buildings & Grounds staff cleaned,
sanitized, and maintained all school
buildings
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class of 2020
billboards

In partnership with
Kris Lindahl Real
Estate and Blue Ox
Media, the Fridley
High School Class of 2020 was
honored with two billboards!
The billboards were featured
on I-35 and I-694 from June 1-7,
2020.
lions club donates
senior yard signs

The Fridley Lions Club supported the initiative of providing a
Class of 2020 Senior Yard Sign
to every high school senior. The
district is thankful to the Lions
Club for its strong community
partnership with our schools.

high achieving highlights
History Day National Qualifiers
Fridley
Middle
School 8th grade
students
Britney
Merchan (pictured
left) and Emily
Duba (right) earned
2nd place overall in the National
History Day - Minnesota statewide
competition in the
Junior Group Exhibit category. Only the top
two projects are invited to compete in the
National Contest.

FHS students earn National
Scholastic Gold Medal Awards

FHS students earn 2020
Harvard Prize and Yale Book

Congratulations to Fridley High School seniors
Yangchen Namgyal (top
photo) and Baobai Xiong
(bottom photo), who both
received Gold Medals at the
National Scholastic Art and
Writing Competition. Both
students earned Gold Key
awards in the MN Scholastic Art competition, which
made their artwork eligible
to receive national awards.

Congratulations to Fridley
High School juniors Grace
Brant and Michael Ude, who
were the 2020 recipients of
the Harvard Prize and Yale
Books! Both awards recognize members of the junior
class who demonstrate
excellence in academics,
outstanding character, and
high achievement in other
areas such as community
service.

FHS students earn accolades, scholarships at 2020 Scholastic Achievement Awards
Over 100 Fridley High School students were recognized at the
62nd annual Scholastic Achievement Awards Banquet, sponsored by the Fridley Lions Club. The event was held virtually on
May 14. Additionally, these distinguished students were honored
for their participation and leadership in activities, and modeling
the strong, inclusive culture at FHS. Over $115,000 in scholarships
were awarded to members of the Class of 2020.

FHS Dean Carrie Wrona and Fridley Schools Foundation
President Renee VanGorp introduce the scholarship portion
of the Scholastic Achievement Awards Banquet.
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district budget
The 2019-2020 revenue and expenditures from our $42.9 million budget* shows that our focus continues to be on classroom instruction.
The instruction category (regular, vocational, and special education instruction) comprises 60% of district expenditures. An additional
18% of the total district budget was spent on instructional support and student support services. Over three-quarters of the district’s
budget goes directly to students.
With approximately 4% of the district’s general fund expenditures spent on administration, the Fridley school district is among the most
efficient school districts in Minnesota, having one of the lowest district administrative costs per student in the State.

$42.9 million

2019 General Fund Expenditures

78% of the district’s budget goes directly to our students.
39%

20%

11%

7%

1%

Regular
Instruction

Special Ed.
Instruction

Pupil Support
Services

Instructional
Support
Services

Vocational
Instruction

10%

5%

4%

3%

Site,
Buildings
& Equipment

District
Support
Services

District
& School
Admin

Fiscal &
Other Fixed Cost
Programs

2019 General
Fund Expenditures
$42,902,961

R.L. Stevenson Principal Daryl Vossler retires after 14 years
The 2019-20 school year marked the end of R. L. Stevenson (RLS) Elementary School
Principal Daryl Vossler’s leadership at the school, as he retired effective July 1, 2020.
Vossler, himself a former student of RLS, served as the school’s principal for 14 years.
Superintendent Dr. Kim Hiel said that Fridley was lucky to have Vossler serve as one of
its principals and that she has enjoyed working with him. “As a principal, he has connected well with staff, families, and community members to prioritize the education of
students. We are grateful for his numerous contributions to students and the district.
He will be missed,” she said.
R.L. Stevenson Principal Daryl Vossler and
Administrative Assistant Chelsea Jones at
Vossler’s retirement parade on June 12, 2020.

Mathison selected as
R.L. Stevenson Principal

Veronica Mathison was selected
to become the
R.L. Stevenson
Principal beginning the 202021 school year.
Mathison previously served as district International Baccalaureate
Coordinator and math coordinator, based in Stevenson Elementary School. Mathison received
her bachelor’s degree in elementary education from the Minnesota
State University, Mankato; a master’s degree in education from Saint
Mary’s University, and an education
specialist, K-12 principal licensure
from St. Thomas University.

18

Vossler said that he has worked with a very humble group of people who work tirelessly for students. “It’s been great to witness the work they do to support our kids and the concern they have
for them as people,’ he said. “They go above and beyond in their jobs, and I hope that is what I
have done as well. I am proud of the strong sense of community Stevenson has and how this staff
comes together to support not only kids and their families, but also each other.”
Prior to coming to Fridley, Vossler taught in the Stillwater School District and served as principal
at Cambridge Intermediate School.
Vossler said he loved coming to school every day and working to make a positive impact in
people’s lives. In his retirement, he expressed he misses a lot of things about his school and job.

2019 General Fund revenue by source
81%

16%

3%

State Revenues

Local Revenues

Federal Revenues

2019 General
Fund revenue
by source
$44,394,055

$44.4 million

Prioritizing Classroom Instruction
To support higher levels of student achievement, Fridley Public Schools
is committed to maintaining a balanced budget that also ensures that the
largest portion of district funding and resources are used in the classroom.
Increasing student academic achievement includes using instructional
strategies that are linked to high levels of student achievement and performance. Teacher preparation and training are critical components to
student success.
*The audited results for 2019-2020 will be available on our district website in January 2021.

“This has been such a great community of people working together for our kids,” he said, adding
that Stevenson parents have been so supportive of him and the work that staff does with their
children.
“I have developed friendships in the community as they, too, have supported our work with
financial and material gifts. Our Stevenson staff is so much more than the people I work with.
It is my second family. They also have been so supportive of me personally and professionally.”
“I will miss my students,” said Vossler, adding that teaching young children is the reason he decided to make a career change to education. “When students are at the center of what you do, it
is not hard to find the motivation to work hard, give it your all, and along the way, create some
memorable educational opportunities and experiences for students,” he said.
In retirement, Vossler said he will be spending more time with his family, traveling and seeing
what the next chapter brings.
Congratulations, Daryl, and thank you for your many years of service to our students!
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